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A concerto for chamber ensemble, The Contrabulous Fabtraption of Professor 

Horatio Hufnagel was composed in the Spring of 2011 for the New York New 

Music Ensemble, to whom it is dedicated.  The piece's form is not unlike a 

performance by a jazz combo, in which, after cycling through the main material, 

each performer plays her/his own solo before a tutti recapitulation of the "head."

The work attempts to explore a listener's need for "rest."  Here, various sections 

of loud, fast music are concatenated into aggressive chains of quickly moving 

gestures.  Occasionally, these chains are broken by softer references to various 

historical or vernacular musical styles, acting as periods of rest or moments to 

"catch one's breath" from the relentlessness of the busier sections, but these are 

very brief.  The piece is not meant to be antagonistic to its audience, but rather 

becomes a form of play:  as the listener begins to recognize the vocabulary of the 

work, the ensemble keeps shifting and changing the succession of materials into 

new and unexpected combinations.

Instrumentation:

Flute

B   Bass Clarinet (doubling B   Clarinet)

Percussion:

- Bongos

- Brake Drum

- Drum Set:

• Crash Cymbal

• Ride Cymbal

• Hi-Hat

• Snare Drum (piccolo)

• Floor Tom

• Kick Drum

Piano

Violin

'Cello

Performance Notes

- Except at tempo changes,  e = e / s = s across all barlines.

- Sections marked ŒÂ = Œ Ç‰ are performed with swing rhythms.

- Sections marked ŒÂ = ŒÂ  are performed with straight rhythms.

- The drums in the drum set should be very dry and have as little resonance as possible.  

The preferred snare drum is a piccolo snare, and all other drum set instruments should be 

in the middle to higher range (e.g., 14"-16" crash cymbal is preferable to 18" or larger).  

Brake drum can be of any size available.

- Percussion dynamics in the score rarely exceed the mf-f range.  The performer should use 

her/his discretion to ensure that they never overpower the other members of the ensemble, 

and may substitute standard drum sticks with a softer variety if she/he deems it necessary.

- The percussion instruments are arranged on the staff in the following manner:

Duration:  ca. 4.5 - 5'
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Hi-Hat

(foot pedal)

Kick Drum

Floor Tom

Brake Drum

Snare Drum

Bongos

Hi-Hat

(open)(closed)

Ride Cymbal

Crash Cymbal

Snare Drum

(cross stick)

Ride Cymbal

(scrape with stick)
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Ethan Hayden
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